YO, SIMON, I CAN SING!
New judge stole show - at 12

by: Christina Kinon
New “American Idol” judge Kara DioGuardi was just 12 when she got her first taste of stardom,
wowing a crowd of 1,000 with “New York, New York” at the Waldorf-Astoria.
“I told Kara that to hear strangers clap for you, that‟s how you build confidence,” said her father,
formerGOP congressman Joseph Dio-Guardi.
Twenty-five years later, DioGuardi needs all the confidence she can get as she goes head-to-head
withSimon Cowell, Paula Abdul andRandy Jackson at the judges‟ table on Fox‟s hit series.
The show doesn‟t return until January, but the Westchester County native is off to a rockin‟ start.
A throng of screaming fans greeted the singer-songwriter outside theNew York auditions yesterday as
she emerged from a Town Car, smiling and waving.
She headed straight for Monica McCabe, 22, of Long Island, who was clutching a photo of DioGuardi
for her to sign.
“She was shocked that she had a fan here,” McCabe said. “She said this was her first autograph.”
DioGuardi, 37, is hardly a newcomer to the music scene, having spent two decades writing music for
Celine Dion, Kelly Clarkson, Pink, Hillary Duff, Carrie Underwood and Avril Lavigne.
Her talent and passion dates all the way to kindergarten at the Immaculate Heart of Mary School in
Scarsdale.
“We‟d have music teachers come in and teach the students a song at least once a week and she was
very much into it,” said teacher Enis Chiavetta.
DioGuardi‟s dad realized his daughter had something special in October 1983, when she belted out
Frank Sinatra‟s signature tune for a Columbus Day crowd at the Waldorf that included Sophia Loren.
“It was just a wonderful moment as a father to see her get up there like that,” he said. “She had a
phenomenal voice.”
Born and raised in upstate Ossining, DioGuardi graduated from The Masters School in Dobbs Ferry
then earned a political science degree from Duke.

She sold ads for Billboard and started a few of her own bands, including Platinum Weird with former
Eurythmics mastermind Dave Stewart.
She began to pen lyrics when labels wouldn‟t send her any to record and was soon turning out hits for
others. She‟s earned a reputation in the biz for being a smart, funny straight shooter.
“She‟s one of those people who walks in a room and everyone just gravitates to her,” said Steven
Vincent, a vice president at the Disney Channel, who‟s worked with DioGuardi on hits such as “Camp
Rock,” “Cheetah Girls 3″ and “Hannah Montana.”
News that DioGuardi is joining “American Idol” thrilled stars with whom she worked.
“She is fully qualified to share her opinion with everyone,” said former „NSyncer JC Chasez, who
worked with DioGuardi on his upcoming solo album.
“She‟ll probably stand up to some of the things that Simon says,” said “American Idol” host Ryan
Seacrest.
“And I think that she will actually be really honest with the contestants, which is good.”

