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JACK NICKLAUS

“. .. To honor an individual who has made an outstanding impact in a field of sport

and who best exemplifies the ideals that Vincent T. Lombardi personified both on and off the field.
The winner will embody the following: (1) An athlete who within the last decade has

demonstrated a consistently outstanding performance record, and (2) Exhibited high standards

of excellence, total commitment, dedication and courage under adversity

and a ‘will to win" attitude . . .”

From the RULES AND PROCEDURES OF THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY ATHLETE OF.THEDECADE AWARD



JACK NICKLAUS

Jack Nicklaus was named Athlete of the Decade 1969-1979, in recognition
of his twenty-year career in golf, which included winning seventeen major golf
championships, four more than his nearest rival, Bobby Jones. In his long
career he captured two U.S. Amateurs, three U.S. Opens, three British Opens,
four PGAs and the Masters five times. He also holds the record for money
winnings.

Nicklaus was raised in Columbus, Ohio, and went.to college there at Ohio
State University. He played golf while a student and won his two U.S. Amateur
trophies at that time.

Nicklaus lives in North Palm Beach, Florida, with his wife, the former
Barbara Bash, and their five children—Steven, Jack Il, Nancy Jean, Gary and
Michael. In addition to his golf career, Jack’s other interests include fishing,
hunting, tennis and skiing. His participation in any golf competition invariably
draws a crowd of admirers and well-wishers, to many of whom he is
affectionately known as the ““Golden Bear’.

Jack Nickalus, “Athlete of the Decade 1969-79 has won 17
major golf championships, four more than his closest rival, Bobby
Jones, who accounted for 13.

Walter Hagen won 11, Ben Hogan and Gary Player nine each and
Arnie Palmer, eight.

In a 20-year career, the famed “Golden Bear'" has captured two
U.S. Amateurs, three U.S. Opens, three British Opens, four PGAs and
the Masters five times.

He aiso holds the record for money winnings—$3.4 million. No
one else has even won $2 million.

Aside from the big anes, Jack, coming into this season, had won

54 tour events.







